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Letter from John and Val
Welcome to this latest edition of the newsletter. We apologise for it
being later than planned. Like this year, things have not run quite as
we anticipated.
When we wrote to you all in August we had started looking at what we
were doing and why. It is clear that the church needs creatives more
than ever as we move on. Since then we have been reviewing what
we feel God has been saying to us regarding the way ahead. The
outcome of our deliberations with God has been that we believe that
we now need to move as a group into the next stage of development.
We hope you have all enjoyed what we have done to date. It's been
good to start to get to know one another and share our experiences.
However, we believe the time has now come to step up a gear so that
we can better respond to what lies ahead. With this in mind we have
written a new statement of purpose for the group together with some
aims which set out a road map of how this might be achieved.

Vision statement

Work together as creatives to increase our understanding of who
we are in Christ and how this influences our creativity for God’s
glory.
Road map aims:
- Connect and build open relationships with each other.
- Honestly share our life journeys.
- Develop our understanding of our purpose and identity.
- Step into our God given dreams.
- Take responsibility for our God given roles.
- Grow and explore together our knowledge and understanding of a
Biblical basis for creativity.
- Explore our own creativity and develop our skills.
We would ask you to prayerfully consider the statements above and
how you might contribute to this next stage. This will hopefully enable
us to better move forward together in the future. However, it does not
alter the fundamental principles that the group has been based on.
We would value your feedback. Are you on board with these
statements and ideas?
Obviously, going forward we plan to use technology more to help us
connect while we cannot meet easily in person. We are now looking at
Zoom meetings for small groups of two or three, as well as whole group
times. In addition we are exploring a group Youtube channel,
podcasts, interviews, video links, etc. Who knew we would be looking
to use and understand how to use all this technology?
As some of you are already aware we now have our web site up and
running (www.barahouseartists.co.uk). This is free for all members.
Finally do not forget we have a FaceBook page for members. Contact
us if you want further information about either of these or want to
discuss the way forward.
Blessings

John and Val

Christian Artists Together are
having their annual conference
online on the Friday evening
and all day Saturday of 16 and
17 October.
We had hoped to have a
Creative Space meeting on the
23 and 24 October, but we have
decided not to do this at
present. Therefore we are
suggesting that you join this
online retreat instead.
The programme for the 16 and 17 October will be:

The cost will be £5 for the retreat. To register please contact Christian
Artists Together at christianartiststogether@gmail.com.

A quote from Creativity Sozo by Faith Blatchford , that Meghan sent
to us.
“The world has made freedom and creativity so much more complex
than it is. It is at its root, a matter of mankind being reconnected to
the Father and collaborating, as the Father did with the Holy Spirit to
bring about “bara”, which includes the miraculous, unexpected,
powerfully beautiful transformation of the world.”
A book of Poems by Meghan, which is available to buy.

Meghan Elise Bell self-published
her first volume of poetry in April,
designed by her husband, Joseph.
"Anthology Volume I:
Unearthing" presents poems of
Meghan Elise's formative years,
many of which reflect her time at
the University of St Andrews. The
collection is imbued with the
wonder and perceptiveness that
distinguish her words: the colours
and cadence of the natural world,
the richness and paradox of the
human condition, and the earthy
and prosaic warmth of the
everyday.
Those who read "Unearthing" will find a volume of enduring
and perennial themes, which yet remains a deeply personal
work.
Link to website: https://meghan-elise-writing.myshopify.com/

Testimony from Angie Thornton
HEALED OF PTSD , HALLELUJAH

Because of the challenges I was
having with the NHS Mental Health
System I was referred to be reassessed and today it was
confirmed that I no longer have a
diagnosis of Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD).
Since my diagnosis in December with God’s help I have recovered
from PTSD, which to me is incredible and very much of a miracle.
God gave me the strength to face the intensity of the emotions
released and has healed me at a deep level in a way I could have
never have dreamed of. I had heard how the Wonderful Counsellor
(Isaiah 9:6,7) could guide and help but never knew the reality of this
until this year.
I trusted in faith that God would heal me of the PTSD , even though
on the surface it appeared impossible. I asked God to show me that I
finally could live free of the effects of childhood trauma and receive
the deep level healing which has occurred. I am truly thankful that
God’s Promises are Yes and Amen and even with the complications
of Covid, He has still healed me, if anything it has given me the
greater opportunity to know Him better and rest in His Presence.
To God be the Glory, great things He has
done and I believe He will finish what He
started.

Spotlight on Cliff
'The Edge of the Wood'
It looks like a wild place
yet in it are beauties of
new life. A snowdrop,
an aconite and a
celandine. All we have
to do is go into the
wood to SEE.

'The Woods'
I grew up playing in the
woods. I love trees, their
size, colours, textures of
the bark, the leaf shapes
and all the creatures that
depend on them.
Now I understand that
woods can be very
therapeutic. Walking in
the woods does you
good.
This wood is a wild wood,
an old wood that needs
exploring. 'Come Jesus
said'.

This painting is based
on a scene 'Band of
Brothers' in the Ardenne
in 1944. The US
Rangers were dug in
ready for what was later
called 'The Battle of the
Bulge'.
It was a cold winter morning. The light was fogging the
trees and the men were quietly waiting in their foxholes
for the battle to come.
At the far side of the trees they could hear the provocative
presence and aggressive voices of the enemy shouting to
remind them they were coming.
Between us and our enemy is one piece of wood. The
Cross of Christ and though today we may be facing what
appears to be fearful odds remember the victory is ours.
All we need to do is stand.
'The Potter'

The source of inspiration for
this idea came from a TV
programme about a family of
rural potters at work in the
middle East.
As soon as I saw it
Jeremiah's visit to the
potter's house (Jeremiah 18
sprang to life).

Jeremiah saw the clay marred in the hand of the potter.
As any potter will know there are quite a few reasons why
this could happen. But the potter re-made the pot for a
reason. Are we in a re-constructive stage in our lives.

'The Wild Sea Series'
In March 2003 my wife and I (Val) went to the Algarve for
our Spring break. We had a timeshare apartment then,
which Val had inherited from her parents.
The weather that year was awful and for the first week and
a half there were very high Spring tides. These battered
the beaches and assaulted the cliffs. In the last week,
when the sun eventually broke through and the seas had
moderated, all the sand on the beach had vanished.
Incredible primeval rocks now faced us making it very
difficult to walk on the foreshore.
We returned to Portugal in October
and out in the bay a very large
dredger was sucking up sand from
the sea bed a large pipe was
blowing it onto the shore where a
bulldozer was levelling it out. The
new beach was bigger and more
beautiful than ever but it was
covered in millions of the most
gorgeous varieties of large
seashells, the biggest shells I had
ever seen on that beach.
The Covid virus is battering us but
the dredger of grace is beginning to
do its work. The shoreline is
changing our experiences and some
incredibly new 'shells' have begun
to come to light. We will have new
experiences and gifts to pick up and
enjoy in times to come.

Artists' Gallery

Piece of work by Roy Ealden, which was created to enable people to
pray for Lincoln. The more you look the more you will see.
If you want to know more then please contact Roy.

From Angie

Embracing our times of wilderness. Many of
us for various reasons including the Covid 19
virus crisis are walking through our own times
of wilderness trying to make sense of what is
happening. God has shown me that instead of
feeling sorry for myself to look to Him which I
did and listened to hear what He had to say to
me. He led me back into the light into a place
of deep level emotional healing which has
impacted many people around me. Being a
Christian isn’t always easy but if we choose to
open our heart and trust God we will receive
His Love, Peace and fullness of Joy.

New website:
The new website for Bara' House Artists is now up and running. It is at
www.barahouseartists.co.uk. Thanks to those who have already sent their
work for the web site. For example you can see more work by Cliff and
others there.
If anyone else would like their work displayed on this new site then please
can you send:
A photo of yourself
A brief profile of who you are and what you create.
Some photos of your work. The better the quality the easier to put on the
web site.
Remember it is free to members.
Any questions please feel free to contact us.

The next newsletter will be in December 2020. Please feel free to let
us have any items for inclusion. These would need to be with us by mid
November 2020. If you have any questions or comments please
contact us or the artist directly.
So keep creating and enjoying what you do!
Love and Blessings

John and Val

